ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
NPDES PERMIT FOR STORMWATER DISCHARGES
FROM MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEMS (MS4)

VILLAGE OF CRETE, ILLINOIS
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM PLAN

The Village of Crete has a General Permit from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
for discharges from its municipal storm water system (MS4). This permit requires the Village
to develop and implement a Storm Water Management Program designed to prevent and/or
reduce pollution from its storm sewer system to the maximum extent practicable to protect
water quality.

Stormwater runoff from the Village flows into several local streams:
e Deer Creek, tributary to Thorn Creek and the Little Calumet River
e Plum Creek, tributary to Hart Ditch and the Little Calumet River
e (Goose Creek, tributary to Plum Creek and the Little Calumet River

Portions of these waterbodies are listed on Illinois EPA’s impaired waters list, for pollutants
and other water quality issues that may be affected by municipal stormwater runoff.

This Stormwater Management Plan (Plan), along with the annual program report and Notice of
Intent to comply with the MS4 Permit, is designed to provide Illinois EPA and Village
residents with a better understanding of the control measures managed and implemented to meet
permit requirements and water quality goals. These documents are available on the Village’s
website: https://www.villageofcrete.org/document-category/epa/

Program Administration
Village ordinances have been developed to provide the authority to implement MS4 Permit
requirements. The Public Works Department is the lead for MS4 program implementation.


https://www.villageofcrete.org/document-category/epa/

Public Works Department staff work with Administration Department and other Village staff to
implement the Plan. Village residents can provide input on this Plan and the overall MS4
program to the Public Works Department.

The Village evaluates the effectiveness of program implementation activities annually and
provides an annual report (Annual Facility Inspection Report) by June 1 of each year. Annual
reports are kept on the Village’s website for a period of 5 years.

The MS4 Permit requires implementation of control measures and best management practices
(BMP) in six programmatic areas:

1. Public Education and Outreach

2. Public Participation/Involvement

3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
4. Construction Site Runoff Control

5. Post-Construction Runoff Control

6. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping

The management practices and activities performed by the Village within each of the program
areas are described below.

1. Public Education and Outreach
The Village provides stormwater quality information and outreach to residents in several ways.

e The Village has a program to increase the awareness of impacts of storm water discharges
on water bodies and steps the public can take to reduce pollutants in storm sewers. This
includes written materials such as brochures, as well as links to materials on the Village
website.

2. Public Participation/Involvement

The Village offers opportunities for public participation and involvement within its MS4
program.

e Residents can report instances of pollution or expected pollution by contacting the
Village of Crete Public Works, 708-672-5431 during regular business hours or Crete
Police non-emergency line at 708-672-0911.

e Local recycling and special waste disposals are publicized on the Village’s website.

e This Plan is posted to the Village’s webpage, along with the MS4 Permit Notice of
Intent (NOI) and annual reports for resident review and comment. Village residents can
provide input on this Plan and the overall MS4 program directly to the Public Works
Department.

e At least one public meeting per year covers the MS4 Program for public comments or
questions.



3.

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination

The Village has developed a program to detect and eliminate illicit discharges into storm drains
and local waterways.

4.

The Village has adopted and enforces its local ordinances, which provide the regulatory
authority to detect, investigate and eliminate potential illicit discharges. The Village
reviews the ordinances and updates its program as necessary.

The Village has developed storm sewer record maps. These maps not only show the storm
sewer routing but also show the existing contours which help define the watersheds. The
maps are carried by Public Works employees on electronic tablets. This makes the maps
readily available in the field to help track down an illicit discharge.

The Village identifies illicit discharges through dry weather screening, regular storm
sewer maintenance, and public reporting. Residents can report instances of pollution or
expected pollution by contacting the Village of Crete Public Works, 708-672-5431 during
regular business hours or Crete Police non-emergency line at 708-672-0911.

The Village’s response to illicit discharges depends on the source. In most cases, property
owners are notified of the need to eliminate the illicit discharge. In the case of emergency
spills or incidents of hazardous material dumping, the Fire Department would respond,
and emergency notification would be sent to Illinois EPA and local authorities based on
the situation.

Construction Site Runoff Control

The Village has adopted the Will County Storm Water Control Ordinance for soil and erosion
control in all private and public developments.

All construction sites that are required to file for coverage under the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) general or individual permit for storm water
discharges from construction site activities shall have a Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan (SWPPP) that meets the requirements of current NPDES permit ILR10. SWPPP plans are
submitted, reviewed, and approved as part of the approval process for the development.

The Village performs site observations to assess the effectiveness of the erosion control
measures. Stormwater and erosion control related complaints are directed to Public Works for
investigation and resolution.

5.

Post-Construction Runoff Control

The Village has adopted the Will County Storm Water Control Ordinance for post
construction stormwater runoff control, including post construction BMP implementation and
maintenance. Post construction BMP’s are required for all developments that include greater
than 1.0 acres of development.

The Village owns and maintains some of the storm water detention facilities. These facilities



are inspected when routine maintenance occurs (mowing, etc.). Detention facilities privately
owned are periodically inspected and their owners alerted to perform required maintenance.

Complaints regarding public or private BMP’s are addressed by Public Works staff.
6. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping

The Village implements an operation and maintenance program designed to prevent or reduce
the discharge of pollutants from the storm sewer system.

e The Public Works Department conducts regular employee training for topics such as
material storage, hazardous wastes, illicit discharges, equipment cleaning, vehicle
maintenance, and lawn and landscape care.

e The Village has the streets cleaned twice a year at a minimum.

e The Village uses their vactor truck to clean storm sewer piping and remove debris
from manholes and catch basins. The Village cleans approximately 20% of the Village
each year.

e The Village performs stream reconnaissance and keeps written records. This activity is
done once per year and takes place where a stream enters and leaves the Village limits.

e Flammable materials are contained in indoor fire resistant cabinets or containers.

e Road salt materials are stored under permanent cover.

e Maintenance and cleaning operations are conducted inside the Public Works Facility
where floor drains are connected to a triple basin and the sanitary sewer system.

e Pesticides and herbicides are only applied by properly trained and licensed staff.

Contacts and Additional Information

To report water quality issues within the Village, contact the Public Works Department at 708-
672-5431 during regular business hours or Crete Police non-emergency line at 708-672-0911.

For questions or additional information on this Plan or implementation of the MS4 program,
contact the Public Works Department at 708-672-5431.

Information Links

Village Storm Sewer website: https://www.villageofcrete.org/government/departments/public-
works-department/sewer/storm-sewer/

Additional MS4 Program information can be found at Illinois EPA’s MS4 webpage:

https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/forms/water-permits/storm-water/ms4.html



https://www.villageofcrete.org/government/departments/public-works-department/sewer/storm-sewer/
https://www.villageofcrete.org/government/departments/public-works-department/sewer/storm-sewer/

	VILLAGE OF CRETE, ILLINOIS
	STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM PLAN
	1. Public Education and Outreach
	2. Public Participation/Involvement
	3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
	4. Construction Site Runoff Control
	5. Post-Construction Runoff Control
	6. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping

