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A Message from Mayor Michael Einhorn
Instant success is how I would describe the opening of Kohl’s at the Crete Market Place. Early indications
are that Kohl’s has been warmly received by residents of Crete and the surrounding area, including Indiana. I
have long maintained that Crete is an untapped and underserved area that has been overlooked by major re-
tailers. The Village staff and I are working very hard to attract additional tenants to the site and turn Crete
into a destination for shopping. The developers of “Crete Market Place” also continue to shop the site to

many potential users and interest is high. They report that the main thing holding us back is the financial difficulties plaguing the
country as a whole. I have great expectations for that area along Rte 394 and the East Exchange Street corridor. Your support of
Kohl’s will send a very significant message to the entire retail community that Crete is a very significant market. Remember, our
sales tax is the lowest in the region and the same as Indiana’s.

Not to be overshadowed is our new plan for the downtown area. Through an RTA grant, we have developed a solid plan for the
downtown area anchored by the siting of a Metra train station, parking improvements and new small shop retail oriented around a
“walkable” style of design. This is a long term project for the Village that had to start with good planning, and we have now taken
the first step in a dynamic journey. We will also be concentrating on reviewing and updating our current village wide land use plan
in the months to come. We will invite public input in the process and would love to hear your comments at that time.

I have also been working with the Park District to develop a long range trail plan for the entire Village and surrounding area. I feel
very strongly about the value of this type of amenity, and I believe now is the time to start making incidental extensions to our exist-
ing system of trails. On a related issue I am also working with the school district in searching out potential sites to construct a new
facility to replace the aging Crete Elementary building. I can foresee a new park/sports site combined with a new school as a very
desirable and cost effective possibility. Again, good planning should produce superior results.

Our efforts in working with the Will County Highway Department are about to bear fruit with the reconstruction of Exchange Street
east of Crete Road and west of Walt’s Food Center. I have pushed the County for many years to straighten out the “S” curve to cre-
ate a safer roadway for everyone. At this point the project has been approved and is in the process of final engineering and right of
way acquisition. Be prepared to travel a new and safer Exchange Street in the not to distant future.

Finally, since this is the fall issue, I would like to extend a heartfelt “Season’s Greetings” and wishes for a healthy and happy 2009.
Remember to get into the holiday spirit by attending “Crete Country Christmas” events and parade in early December. Enjoy the
season and support your home town.
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Michael S. Einhorn Kathleen A. Wantuch Thomas J. Durkin, AICP
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Bob Gaines Larry Johnston Holly Milburn Sue Rossi David L. Wallace Mark Wiater

Friday December 5, 2008

Night On the Town ~ 6PM – 9PM Great Holiday Sales! Stores will be open late. This is a night for friends or couples to enjoy
Crete. Get an early start this year by picking up your scavenger hunt list from the Crete Park District. The scavenger hunt will have
clues from the area businesses that you must fill in the answers. Return the completed list by 4PM on Saturday to the Kris Kringle
Market located in Crete Elementary School for your free raffle ticket that could win you an iPod touch 32GB!!!

Also happening on Friday night will be Old fashioned hayrides departing from the Crete Park District courtesy of Gaines Farm.

Chili Cook-Off ~ 6PM – 9PM Once again the Crete Park District will have the famous chili cook off contest. Come in and vote for
your favorite chili. This year we will have people’s choice award and professional judge award. Check out information at
www.cretepark.com (See more “Crete Country Christmas” on page 5).

Crete Country Christmas Celebration
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Trustee Robert Gaines— Road and Bridge Trustee
It is fall time which means leaf collection will be starting in mid to late October and ending at our first snow

fall. During the autumn months the leaf collector is taken out daily. They remove piles that have been raked

to the curb by the residents. The leaves must be along the edge of the curb in the yard, not placed in the street

where they can block storm drains with debris. It is against Village ordinance to burn leaves or landscape

waste. Please have patience if the leaf collector by-passes your house, the Village has an area dedicated to

dumping leaves and are most likely going there. They follow a route and will pick up your pile when they get to your street. Remem-

ber during the winter, Public Works efficiently begins plowing before snow is accumulated. They take care of every street, starting

with main streets and arteries, then the side streets and finally all courts and alleys. When shoveling your sidewalk or driveway please

remember to always keep in mind to throw the excess snow in the yard, not on the street. Snow piles placed in the street is an addi-

tional hazard that can be avoided. Oh behalf of my family, I wish everyone a Happy, Healthy and Safe Holiday Season!!

Trustee Larry Johnston—Public Safety Trustee
Two of my personal observations for winter crime prevention are home lighting and unattended vehicles

warming up. Most of our residential burglaries occur during the daytime. Burglars don’t want to break

into a house when someone is home. In the winter it gets dark earlier, it is very apparent to anyone driving

down a street that houses which are dark there would be no one home. People should use timers on their

interior lights to give an appearance that someone is home People should also be wary of warming their

cars in their driveways, or leaving a car running when they go into a gas station or store. The FBI reports

that there is a motor vehicle theft every 26.4 seconds in the United States. Here are some tips on avoiding Home Repair Fraud and

Contracting. Door-to-door salespersons with no local connection who offer to do home repair work for substantially less than the mar-

ket price; Get all estimates in writing; Solicitations for repair work from a company that lists only a telephone number or a post office

box. Do not be induced into signing a contract by high-pressure sales tactics or a contract with blank spaces that you do not fully un-

derstand. Avoid Contractors who fail to produce customers references when requested. We live in a very safe and very low crime rate

village, lets work together to keep it safe and secure. Best wishes to everyone for the coming year!

Trustee Holly Milburn—Public Health Trustee
The students go back to school, the leaves change color and in a heart beat we go from swatting insects to
shoveling snow. Our Public Works Department worked hard this summer to keep ahead of any possible
mosquito problems, and will be equally diligent in Crete’s snow removal this winter. Beside the change in
seasons, Crete has seen a change in its horizon. The corner of 394 and Richton Road has a new stop light
to help regulate the traffic flow between Sauk Trail and Exchange Street, also the Kohl’s store has opened
for business. Kohl’s will bring jobs to our residents, retail opportunities at a shorter distance and a firm

commitment to community involvement. Besides an attractive building with beautiful landscape, Kohl’s supports the Green Mission by
maximizing energy efficiency, minimizing waste, improving new building design, reducing climate damaging emissions, and encourag-
ing environmental values. In this time of economic uncertainty, it’s crucial to understand the importance of shopping from your local
merchants. Local businesses build strong neighborhoods by sustaining communities and by contributing more to local causes. Spending
your dollars in local businesses gives a higher value to the sales tax dollars that are returned to the schools, parks, library, police and
fire departments. You can save time, effort and gas by shopping within the boundaries of your town. By taking advantage of the exper-
tise offered by our local business people, you could even save yourself a bit of aggravation...and we all know how valuable that is. Be
an educated consumer, take a drive around Crete, and find out how many businesses we have and what they offer to you and your fam-
ily. The season is about to change again and with the change comes Holidays, a New Year, and another opportunity to tell friends and
neighbors how much they mean. From my family to all of yours, Happy Holidays!

Crete Crosstown New s

THE ROAD TO THE 2010 CENSUS

“IT’S IN OUR HANDS”

In 2010, the U.S. Census Bureau will issue a call to action for every resident of our nation: “Be Counted.” The 2010 Census is

important because it determines the distribution of $300 billion annually of government funding for critical community services.

It generates thousands of jobs across the country and it impacts your voice in Congress. Census questionnaires will be mailed in

March , 2010 and are due by April 1, 2010 - Census Day. Census Counts are delivered to the President on December 31, 2010.

For more information about the 2010 Census, go to www.census.gov/2010census. Remember “Everyone Counts!”
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Trustee David L. Wallace—Building and Grounds Trustee
Fall is a great time of year and serves as a reminder to finish up those outside projects in preparation for winter.

The village is busy doing just that as Superintendant of Public Works Phil Hameister and his staff have been

very busy readying all municipal buildings and properties for the season. I am pleased to report that overall,

our municipal facilities are in great shape. However, some are in better shape than others, mostly due to age.

On another note, I have been working with Trustee Wiater and staff on the development of a new village web-

site. Although the process is detailed and time consuming, it is necessary to achieve the desired results. We’re working to make the

site a more useful and informational resource for residents and those who may be looking to locate in Crete. The projected launch date

is early 2009. During this upcoming holiday season take time to reach out to family, friends, neighbors and co-workers and share the

joy of the season. Scheduled activities in the village and surrounding area provide the perfect stage. With many of Crete’s businesses

providing great shopping and dining opportunities, I encourage you to shop Crete first whenever possible. From my family to yours,

we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Trustee Mark Wiater—Finance, License and Ordinance Trustee
At the September 8, 2008, village board meeting, The Board of Trustees adopted the Village of Crete’s Train
Station Area Plan. The plan addresses the extension of commuter rail service to the village. The extension is
being proposed by Metra and is being called the SouthEast Service extension. The 33 mile extension would
run along the Union Pacific/CSX tracks, and link a Balmoral Park Station, and a downtown Village of Crete
Station, with the LaSalle Street Station in Chicago. As you may recall from the Spring 2008 newsletter, the

plan is being funded by a grant we received from the Regional Transportation Authority. The Station Area
Plan is a comprehensive document. It was developed under the direction of a Steering Committee comprised of key members from the
Village and from the public. One component of the plan is the Inventory and Analysis Memorandum. It was prepared by HTNB Cor-
poration and was used to analyze train station locations. Many sites were analyzed. Each site’s physical attributes, existing land uses,
and access and circulation features were studied. Another component of the Station Area Plan centers on a full market assessment of
the station areas. The assessment was prepared by Valerie Kretchmar Associates and studies population projections, residential, retail,
and office market trends, as well as supportable opportunities for each train station site. In the end, the Steering Committee and the
plan did make recommendations as to preferred train station locations. The preferred site for the downtown Crete Station is at the rail-
road tracks by Cass Street. It is recommended that the Balmoral Park Station be situated at the tracks just northwest of Balmoral Park
Race Track. Keep in mind this plan is a working document that can be amended and updated as conditions change. While it is easy to
get caught up in the excitement of this project, it is important to keep things in perspective. We are in the very early stages of the plan-
ning process. This commuter extension will not move forward without federal, state and local funding. The competition for dollars is
fierce, and this project will compete with other projects throughout the country. The service will not come fast either. Some timelines
suggest construction won’t begin for as many as ten years from now.

But with that said, the Village of Crete is well situated to move forward. We are well ahead of many communities with respect to plan-
ning, and we will continue to work towards our goals. The entire plan is available for viewing any time during regular office hours at
the village hall. As always, if you have questions or concerns, please give the office a call. We are always here for you.

Trustee Sue Rossi—Water Trustee
With winter just around the corner, it’s not likely that homeowners are thinking about next year’s garden. But April

showers will be here before we know it, and with April showers comes sump pump discharge complete with puddles

and ruts in lawns. If you get aggravated about the amount of water accumulating as a result of sump pump dis-

charge, you’re not alone. In fact, one sump pump can discharge as much as 7,200 gallons of water in a 24 hour pe

riod, or the equivalent of what’s used by about 26 average households! Harvesting rainwater for later use is becom

ing increasingly popular and there are a number of really interesting websites filled with creative ideas. Many home-

owners have installed rain barrels purchased commercially, or of the do-it-yourself type. PeoplePoweredMachines.com is one site

which features a ready-to-go kit complete with a collection barrel and redistribution hoses, though I found it fairly expensive. Or try

converting your sump pump discharge into a flowerbed sprinkling system by connecting perforated flexible tubing to the discharge

pipe, then winding it through your garden or landscaping. As your pump discharges water long after the rain subsides, flowers continue

to be sprinkled through the perforations. Shop Crete for this project; perforated flexible hose is available in lengths up to 100’ right at

Crete Ace Hardware. One brand of hose, Flex-Drain, is specifically designed for this purpose and also comes perforated but in maxi-

mum lengths of 25’. Harvesting and redistributing rainwater reduces the amount of water used when sprinkling, conserving natural

resources while also reducing your water bill!
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Village of Crete Station Area Plans

On September 8, 2008, the Crete Village Board granted final approval to the Crete Downtown and Balmoral Park Station Area Plans.
This final approval represented the culmination of approximately 18 months of work by the Village in developing these important fu-
ture plans.

In mid-2006, the Village applied for and received a grant for $113,850 through the Regional Transportation Authority’s (RTA) Re-
gional Technical Assistance Program (RTAP) to develop train station area plans around the future Downtown Crete and Balmoral Park
Stations. As part of Metra’s Proposed Southeast Service Line, which will run from the LaSalle Street station in Downtown Chicago to
Balmoral Park, Crete will be the recipient of two commuter stations. The purpose of this study was to determine community options
for station locations and transit supportive land uses.

The Village of Crete hired HNTB Corporation and Valerie Kretchmer Associates to provide planning and economic consulting ser-
vices for the community. Both firms have an extensive background in Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) planning both locally in
the Chicago area and across the country. The process for this study included existing conditions analyses and the development of alter-
native concept plans and final station area plans, through the engagement of local leaders, property owners, developers and the public
to help choose preferred station locations and development programs.

Some of the key findings from the plan for the Downtown Station Area and the Balmoral Station Area are listed here. To view the full
document, please contact Tom Durkin, Village Administrator at 672-5479. Beginning in early February, with the unveiling of our new
website, the entire document can be viewed at www.villageofcrete.org.

Downtown Station Area
●strengthen Crete’s unique identity in station area.
●encourage infill development to support existing businesses and 
expand the economic vitality of downtown area.
●preserve and enhance historic structures and blend new develop-
ment.
●encourage residential units in and around downtown core to sup-
port rail line and businesses.
●encourage a “park and walk” pattern of use.
●develop public gathering spaces, open spaces and plazas.

Balmoral Station Area
●promote a diverse mix of business types (i.e. retail, business 
park , entertainment).
●preserve Balmoral Park Racetrack and support with compatible 
land development to serve visitors (i.e. hotel).
●establish appropriate design standards compatible with historic 
Balmoral Park Racetrack.
●establish Gateway treatments at public entry points to the station 
area.
●develop trails to encourage bicycle and pedestrian mobility.
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Crete Country Christmas Celebration (cont.)
Saturday, December 6, 2008

Free Trolley Rides 10AM – 5PM. Oh what fun it is to ride! Once again the Crete Mainstreet has the Chicago Trolley to take us
around town and stop at fun filled activities positioned throughout Crete! In addition to the Chicago Trolley the Village Woods and
Deer Creek Christian Church Mini Buses will be on hand for additional transportation. Trolley schedules will be available at all par-
ticipating businesses and on the trolleys themselves.

Kris Kringle Market at Crete Elementary ~ 9AM – 5PM. Featuring your favorite vendors along with a craft show and bake sale
for tons of holiday goodies! Unique gifts at incredible prices just in time for the holidays! Also purchase a raffle ticket to have the
chance to win the 32GB iPod Touch! Raffle tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.

Holiday Family Photos at Finishing Touch 11AM – 3PM. Get your family photo with Santa and Holly Berry Bear. All proceeds
from your donations will benefit local charities.

“The True Meaning of Christmas Show” 12:00PM at Crete Elementary This is a family friendly Christmas show of comedy,
drama and musical acts prepared especially for the season. The performance is presented by Crete Reformed Church and includes:
Gospel Road, Iron Horse (featuring Aaron and Carl DaCorte), Angela Miedema and the SPAM Players. Free hot chocolate and
other refreshments will be provided. Christmas fun for all ages!

Country Christmas with Toymaker Don Crete Park District 12PM – 4PM. Enjoy a Country Christmas atmosphere at the Crete
Park District with Crete very own Don Floyd! Each child will receive a toy! Visit Tommy the elf and Old Santa himself.

Pet Blessings Crete united Methodist Church 1PM. A special blessing will be performed for our furry friends in the parking lot
on the corner of Main and Exchange streets.

Souper Supper Crete United Methodist Church 3:00PM – 6:30PM. Enjoy a bountiful Souper supper at the Crete United Method-
ist Church.

“The True Meaning of Christmas Show” 1364 Main Street 4:30PM. This is a family friendly Christmas show of comedy, drama
and musical acts prepared especially for the season. The performance is presented by Crete Reformed Church and includes: Gospel
Road, Iron Horse (featuring Aaron and Carl DaCorte), Angela Miedema and the SPAM Players. Free hot chocolate and other re-
freshments will be provided. Christmas fun for all ages!

Reindeer Romp 4:30PM – 7:30PM. Visit real LIVE Reindeer straight from the North Pole! The Reindeer will arrive at approxi-
mately 4:30 PM and remain until around 7:30! Reindeer will be located at the corner of Main and Exchange Street.

Parade of Lights down Main Street 6:30PM. Main Street lights up with this heartwarming parade from Crete Blvd. to the Crete
Park District. After the Parade, Santa visits will be at Annie’s Café on Benton Street.

Live Nativity at Zion Lutheran Church ~ following parade until 8 PM. Located South of downtown at Zion Lutheran Church

Old Time Barn Dance 7PM – 11PM. By donation only, come to the Crete Park District to enjoy once again Don Floyd in an olde
time Christmas barn dance. Music provided by Flintlock and Iron Horse as we celebrate 80 years for Don and his giving to the Crete
community!

Sunday December 7, 2008

Memorial Lights Ceremony ~ Crete Park District 6:30 PM. Lights purchased in memory of a special friend or loved one will be
lit on the tree that is located at Main and Exchange. The ceremony takes place at the Crete Park District 515 First Street where all of
the names are read. To purchase lights for the ceremony please contact the Crete Park District at 672-6969 or www.cretepark.com.

Other activities

Toys for Tots. Donations of NEW UNWRAPPED TOYS may be dropped off at the Throwback bar and Grill located at 25940 S.
Dixie Hwy. Donations are being accepted now thru December 19th.

Carols and Cocoa 1PM – 2:30PM. Choral groups performing at Crete Monee High School

Breakfast with Santa this years theme “Toy Land” Sunday, December 7th at 8:30AM, 10:00AM & 11:30AM. Annie’s Café
on Benton street. Call 672-5240.

New Village Website Coming February 2009!!!
Stay on the lookout for our new Village website to be unveiled in early February of 2009!!. Earlier this year, the Village entered into

a contract with CivicPlus, a web designer with a history of municipal website development, to entirely revamp our presence on the

web. Look forward to a user-friendly site that will contain all the information residents and visitors need to know about the Village

(or at least most of it!!!). This site will be specifically designed to add additional useful information for our residents and those hop-

ing to become part of our community, as time goes on. Our goal is to keep you, our residents, as informed as possible.
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Crete’s Featured Business

As a regular feature in our newsletter, we will focus on the at least two businesses in the Crete community. This will allow

you, the residents of Crete, to get to know a little more about some of the products and services available to you right here in the Vil-

lage of Crete. We hope you enjoy this feature and look to our Fall/Winter edition for our next set of featured businesses.

Crete Service Center
1350 Main Street, Crete, IL

On January 16, 1984, owners Rob Forstall and Carl Hilchen along with employee Mike Buchan opened Crete

Service Center, Inc. Sometimes a new business in a small town takes a while to get started. Rob Formerly-

from Ward’s Auto Repair in Matteson, had 12 years in the auto repair business, many of his customers fol-

lowed Rob to Crete Service Center. Carl who had worked at Howard’s Standard in Richton Park for 25 years

also had customers follow him to Crete Service Center for service on their cars and trucks. We will be starting

our 25th year of service in January. We have always tried to give good service at a fair price and we will con-

tinue to do so. Along with Rob and Carl, employee John Schuricht, we look forward to celebrating 25 years of

business in the wonderful town of Crete. Thank you for letting us serve you!

Rob, Carl and John

Walt’s Food Center
1100 E. Exchange Street, Crete, IL

In 1937, during the lean years of The Great Depression, our father and grandfather, Walter Lagestee, began

selling fruits and vegetables out of a roadside stand on State Street in South Holland, Illinois. Those days were

very difficult and it was not easy to earn enough to care for his wife and four young boys, but Walt, with a

strong faith in God, worked as hard as he could and committed himself to a high standard of quality, honesty

and customer satisfaction. Soon his reputation was built as a reliable place to go for excellent produce at a fair

price. As his family of boys grew up, so did the business and in 1963 the first Walt’s supermarket, complete

with produce, meat, grocery, dairy and frozen food was built across the street from the original stand. Today,

three of Walt’s four boys, as well as nearly all of their children work full time in some division of the business

operation, going to work each day committed to the goal of selling excellent goods and carrying on the tradi-

tion of hard work and community involvement. Since opening our store in Crete in 1991 we have enjoyed liv-

ing in and becoming friends with the residents of this area. A town’s grocery store is a meeting place and so-

cial center. We are always happy to see familiar faces each week and to see our customers meeting up with

their friends as they shop. Our family has built long lasting relationships with our customers and employees

over the years and we take the responsibility of these relationships seriously. As we have been able to make a

living and enjoy our work we believe in the importance of supporting organizations in our community. Crete

area schools and their sports teams, the Crete Women’s Club, the Lion’s Club, the Crete Library, various ani-

mal shelters, the Food Pantry, and several area churches are some that have been the focus of our support. As

a family we are dedicated to providing our customers with a large variety of high quality products made avail-

able in friendly, clean easily shopped, full-service store. For the holidays, think of us when you need to pur-

chase a gift. We feel it is a great privilege to be able to work with and for the people of Crete area and we

thank you for shopping Walt’s.
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Crete Welcomes
New Kohl’s

Mayor Einhorn and Erica
Duca, Kohl’s Visual Manager,
Jerry Curan, Township Super-
visor and several Village
Trustees, attended the ribbon
cutting ceremony on Wednes-
day, October 1, 2008, for
Kohl’s Grand Opening.

Shoppers lined up at the doors
waiting for the store to open to
begin their shopping.

Kohl’s epitomizes what Crete
is about, said Mayor Einhorn.
It’s a traditional store, We’re a
traditional community. It’s
great to be recognized at na-
tional market levels. I hope
this is just the beginning of
our process to provide many
shopping opportunities in Crete.

By Village Clerk Kathleen Wantuch

At the turn of the century Crops had been gathered in for the winter and the fields in the Village of Crete rested under the
snowy frosty fields. Today, our local farmer continues in the same tradition. Over the years, there are many things that
have changed lives, but the traditions of the holiday season whether it is Christmas, Hanukah, or Kwanza are constant
throughout the years in our village.

In our beautiful Village of Crete there is a lifetime of memories created year after year. It’s a time for celebrating the holi-
day season with all those who have celebrated before us, and with all who will treasure their own memories in the future.

The holiday season in Crete has always been a very festive time. A delightful sense of anticipation is felt everywhere as
Crete residents and visitors prepare for a gala celebration. Candles and lights sparkle in windows and pungent wood smoke
from fireplaces adds it unique fragrance to the crisp winter air. The traditional holiday season continues its festive time
with generous hospitality of friends, neighbors and holiday shop keepers. The baked holiday food and vividly decorated
homes decked out in their holiday best add to the season. There are also friendly gatherings with our village shop keepers
who brighten up the downtown area by draping their businesses in a fantasy of lights and splendor.

The annual weekend party in the Village of Crete will begin on Dec 5, 6, and 7. Country Christmas includes, craft bazaars,
carriage rides with Santa, Jolly Trolley rides, church suppers , a live Nativity scene and a Chili Cook Off .

On Saturday evening, the village will take on a magical glow as the lights are turned down low and the annual night light
parade begins. Sunday Santa will be up bright and early to have breakfast with the children at Annie’s Café. The weekend
will conclude at the Crete Park District with the annual Memorial light remembrance on Sunday night. There will be a
separate memorial tree for pets, too.

We still enjoy the Country Christmas holidays during the village party and the spirit is still delightful with its ever present
hospitality and friendships. We, in the Village Clerk’s office send the grandest wishes for a safe and happy holiday season.
We wish you happy shopping at our local shops in the village and at our newest store Kohl’s.

Seasons Greetings from Village Clerk Kathy Wantuch, Village Collector Deb Hameister, Office Clerks Wendy Meyer,
Nancy Seehausen and Marsha Smith.
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Home & Fire Safety Tips

Home and fire safety tips are usually based around common sense; however fall activities pose a special concern to fire safety. Here
are a few you should be aware of as the daylight becomes shorter and the temperatures begin to fall.

 Make sure your outside lights are clean and working properly.

 Change the battery in smoke and carbon monoxide detectors when you change your clocks from Daylight Savings. Changing
the batteries every six months help prevent detectors from going dead.

 Have your furnaces cleaned and serviced by a qualified person and avoid the use of space heaters.

 Most outdoor fires, including burning leaves, are illegal in the Village of Crete. Use yard waste disposal options and don’t burn
leaves or other yard debris.

 If you use a portable or fixed outdoor fire pit make sure they are away from combustibles and not on a wooden deck or other
combustible surface.

 Clean the chimney of your fireplace. Creosote is a deposit from smoke that can build up in a chimney. If it gets too thick, it can
start on fire and cause damage to your house.

 Candles are one of the leading causes of house fires and burns. Place candles beyond a child’s reach zone only. Pets can easily
knock over a burning candle. Keep lit candles away from curtains, off shelves and away from flammables. Put out candles when
they’re unattended or before you go to bed. Avoid burning candles in areas where they are easily forgotten like spare bedrooms.
Never use a candle as a night light.

 Put your holiday decorations up early to avoid climbing ladders that may be slippery when the temperatures are below freezing.

Help “Keep the Wreath Red” by having a safe holiday season.

Crete Police Home & Winter Safety Tips
Home burglary and theft often increase during the holiday season. Most incidents occur during the day and late afternoon/evening

during the increased hours of darkness. Here are a few tips from the Crete Police Department that will help you from becoming a

victim.

 Set light timers to turn on early, make your home look occupied when away.

 Illuminate dark areas around your home and doors.

 Know your neighbors, communicate with them about your holiday vacation, and ask them to keep an eye on your home.

 Call in suspicious persons and vehicles to Crete Police, don’t assume others will.

 Lock your car; do not leave gifts and valuables in it. Don’t leave your car running unlocked and unoccupied around your home

or gas station.

 Clean the snow off and defrost your windows before driving.

 Frozen streets, snow, and ice require slower driving speeds and greater stopping distance.

 It shall be unlawful to park any vehicle on any public street in the village at any time within 12 hours after a snowfall of two

inches or more has occurred unless the snow in the street has been removed. The depth of snow shall be measured at the public

works garage by the superintendent of public works or his designee.

Code Enforcement– Common Violations
The Village of Crete Code Enforcement Department has listed several of the most commonly overlooked ordinances. All residents
are encouraged to read the list, and stay in compliance to avoid any fines from the Code Enforcement Officers. Please contact the
Code Enforcement Department if there are any additional questions at 672-5431.

Garbage Violations

•Garbage cans out early or late of scheduled pick-up (before 6:00pm the day of pickup and after 12:00 AM of the day of pickup)

•Plastic bags must be stored inside approved containers to protect them from wildlife damage.

(See more “Code Enforcement—Common Violations” on page 9).
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Code Enforcement– Common Violations (cont.)
Motor Vehicle Violations (non-moving)

•Inoperable vehicles on the premises, which include flat tires, body damaged, or dismantled to the point of safe operation

•No current license plates.

•Vehicles blocking the sidewalk, not allowing pedestrian traffic to pass easily.

•Vehicles, (motorized and non-motorized) parking on unimproved surface (must be parked on concrete or asphalt).

•Commercial Vehicles parked on a Public Street or driveway.

Pet license & limits

•No person shall own or keep a dog or cat four months or more of age unless they have a Village “Pet License”.

•No person shall own or harbor, no more than three dogs or cats of licensing age.

•Allowing any pet to commit a nuisance on any public property and not cleaning up after.

•Allowing any pet to continue to disturb the peace (excessive barking).

•Permitting a dog or cat to run at large in the Village.

•All dogs or cats shall be led by a chain or leash not exceeding six feet in length in such a manner as to prevent such dog or cat
from running at large.

•No known fierce dog or cat shall be kept in the Village.

House numbers visible from the street

•Premises identification plainly visible, contrasting color, and minimum 4” high.

Depositing snow or leaves in the street or parking after 2” snow fall

•No person shall push or shovel or blow any snow into the public street.

•No person shall deposit leaves collected for village pickup into the public street, (leaves need to be collected and left in the
parkway area only for collection)

•No parking on Village streets after 2” snow fall until streets has been completely cleared.

HOUSING STIMULUS BILL HAS MANY BENEFITS

The Housing & Economic Recovery Act of 2008, signed into law on August 1 contains many benefits and should be given a second
look. For specifics on any of these programs, please consult an attorney, tax professional or real estate professional.

FIRST TIME BUYER TAX CREDIT. The law entitles first-time buyers to an income tax credit in the amount of 10% of the value of
the home, up to $7,500. Unless the buyer has an outstanding obligation to the IRS at year-end the $7,500 will be added to their ordi-
nary refund, meaning a buyer who usually receives a $1,500 refund will instead receive $9,000. There is a recapture provision, where
$500 will be deducted from future tax refunds each year beginning in year 2 of homeownership with any remaining balance repaid if
the property is sold.

The logic behind the credit takes into consideration that first-time buyers will enjoy a much larger tax refund once they become home-
owners and are entitled to deductions such as real estate taxes and mortgage interest. The $7,500 credit is designed to advance some of
those future tax savings, allowing first time buyers to receive a significant cash infusion as new homeowners. The law is retroactive to
April 9, 2008 and first-time buyers who purchased after that date will be entitled to take the credit when filing 2008 taxes.

This is an important stimulus piece for the overall housing picture, as first-time buyers come in at the “bottom” of the market, purchas-
ing a small home from someone who can then purchase a larger home from someone else, who can then build - and on up the ladder.
The tax credit was intended to stimulate this chain reaction has an expiration date; the home must be purchased before July 1.

PROTECTION FOR SENIORS. The law restructures reverse mortgages, and specifically prohibits lenders from requiring seniors to
purchase annuities or other financial products in conjunction with a reverse mortgage. A reverse mortgage is a popular product among
seniors, allowing those over age 62 to borrow against the equity in their home without requiring monthly payments. Funds may be used
for any purpose including payment of real estate taxes, medical bills or to refinance. The law even allows the use of a reverse mortgage
for a home purchase.

PROTECTION FOR VETERANS. The law lengthens the time frame a lender must wait prior to beginning foreclosure proceedings
on a veteran returning from a tour of duty by an additional 180 days. Many military families challenged by financial issues while a
spouse is serving will now have a period of time to address mortgage concerns upon the soldier’s return.



Village of Crete
524 West Exchange
P.O. Box 337
Crete, IL 60417

Phone: 708-672-5431
Fax: 708-672-3920

Our next newsletter will be our Spring/Summer 2009 edition.

Important Numbers Village Hall Directory Phone Email

Police/Fire Emergency 911 Mayor Michael S. Einhorn—Village President 672-5431 meinhorn@villageofcrete.org

Police Non-Emergency 672-0912 Kathleen A. Wantuch—Village Clerk 672-5431 kwantuch@villageofcrete.org

Crete Park District 672-6969 Thomas J. Durkin, AICP—Village Administrator 672-5431 tdurkin@villageofcrete.org

Crete Library 672-8017 Michael E. Smith—Director of Building 672-2731 mesmith@villageofcrete.org

Crete Township Offices 672-8279 Barbara Ray, Administrative Assistant 672-5431 bray@villageofcrete.org

Crete Area Chamber of Commerce 672-9216 Phil Hameister—Supt. Of Public Works 672-5431 phameister@villageofcrete.org

Crete Mainstreet Association 672-6644 James M. Paoletti—Police Chief 672-0912 jpaoletti@villageofcrete.org

Crete-Monee School Dist. 201-U 367-8300 Lyle Bachert—Fire Chief 672-2727 lbachert@villageofcrete.org

Marty Braccio—Code Enforcement Supervisor 672-5431 mbraccio@villageofcrete.org

Debra L. Hameister—Collector 672-5431 dhameister@villageofcrete.org

Have a Safe, Happy and Healthy Holiday Season!!!!!

We’re on the Web!

villageofcrete.org

Postal Patron

Crete, IL 60417


